It is very instructive to read a paper which was written by Mr. Syme in the 'Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal' in the year 1825, in which that distinguished surgeon pointed out the inconvenience, and disadvantages of the old method?the method of mundifying, digesting, incarning and cicatrizing applications,?and recommends that the edges of incised wounds should be brought together with stitches, and that they should be very simply and lightly covered. The previous practice had been to bind the lips of the wound together with adhesive plaster, and then apply many and complicated dressings and bandages, and these were, as a rule, allowed to remain three or four days before they were changed. The result was that union by the first intention was rare, and the formation of abscesses was extremely 
